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Rachel Kushner uses her considembie powers 1o bring
it back for us, one last time.
The Washington Post Book World

“With its sharp detail and precisely drawn characters
FROM CUBA offers a compelling look at a

ise corrupt.”
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For half a century. Americans owned and controlled Cuba’s two most lucrative exports. sug

¢ and cane culling was

nickel. These operations were headquartered in Oriente Province. where labor for mini

orous. a kind of colonial dream—swimming pools, staffs of
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aves of Nicaro and Preston.

N10: 1416561048)

servants. country clubs and private beaches—in the gated expatriate sister-encla
TELEX FROM CUBA (Seribn perbacks June 2, 2009, $16.00;

is Rachel Kushner's glorious debut novel about the upheaval of that colonial world. It is @ portrait of the

'rade

Americans who lived there. the end of their haleyon days. and their role in the complex set of events that

sparked the revolution—a revolution Kushner has portrayed with all its contradictions, humor, and profunditics



TELEX FROM CUBA is partly inspired by Kushner’s mother’s own experiences as an American

growing up in United Fruit's strained paradise in Oriente Province. Kushner’s maternal grandfather moved his

family to Cuba in 1952, when he took a job as a nickel mine exccutive in the American town of Nicaro,

Kushner's mother and three aunts spent their formative childhood years there. Her mother and aunts mostly

speak of an innocent and happy life in that exquisite seaside location. But they also remember unspeakable

poverty in the vast workers” shanties beyond the gates of their insular expatriate world. They remember sceing
local boys Fidel and Radl Castro hanging around the nearby Cuban town of Mayari, and Fulgencio Batista - a
key ally and advocate for American businesses in Cuba — at their parents’ American yacht parties. They
remember the kidnappings in the summer of 58, when Raul Castro rounded up nickel and sugar employees,
and the cane fires set by rebels, when half their sugar yield went up in smoke.

TELEX FROM CUBA traces this burgeoning revolution through the lives of a diverse group of

characters whose loyalties are sometimes conflicted and often inscrutable. In the American enclaves of Oriente

Province, Everly Lederer and K.C. Stites come of age. As they grow into their teens, they become increasingly
aware of both the poverty of most Cubans and the slippery alliances their parents must manage in order to
maintain their tochold in Cuba. Meanwhile, K.C.’s brother Del has run away to join Raul Castro’s column. In
Havana, the enigmatic cabaret dancer Rachel K. is a friend to Fidel Castro, who wrote to her from prison. She is
also a mistress to both Batista’s predecessor and to De La Maziére, a French collaborator turned arms dealer

who profits from (and perhaps helps to incite) the growing unrest in Cuba. All the while, Fidel and Raul prepare

for revolution - a revolution that will change their lives — and Cuba — forever.

TELEX FROM CUBA is an astonishing debut — ambitious, beaut

lly written, and wise.

More praise for TELEX FROM CUBA:
* “Castro’s coup serves as a riveting backdrop...gorgeously written.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review
“A riveting drama. Given the recent Cuba headlines, Kushner's tale, passionately told and intensively
rescarched, couldn’t have come at a more opportune time.”
—Publishers Weekly
Al lush, meticulous, cinematic debut novel...Kushner’s vivid renderings of country clubs and cane shacks
are due in no small part 10 her access to primary sources " Her mother and three aunts grew up in Cuba, where
herarandrather was n exceutive at the nickel mine

—Megan Deem, Elle
ELEX FROM CUBA is a prodigious work, sparking into life throughout its pages, beautifully
balanced in its views of plantation society and the revolutionary force that ultimately overthrows it. written
without bombast or self-referring language, as if the writer is so intent on the people she portrays, she writes of
them with a kind of rare innocence, the innocence of the true observer who submits to the power of the tale she
tells.”

— Paula Fox, author of The Coldest Winter

“As a portrait of the “other’ 19505 Cuba, this novel is a departure from most others of it kind. Emphatically

“American’ in its point of view and story, TELEX offers a glimpse of how American executives and their

families lived in Cuba during that crucial epoch of change, and, as such, will offer readers a refreshingly eye-
opening account of what went on behind the corporate scenes and in the back rooms of power."”

—Oscar Hijuelos. author of The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love and A Simple Habana Melody

“TELEX FROM CUBA cxerts the mysterious pull of a super-saturated postcard from a distant land, sent to
you by a stranger. Kushner brilliantly transforms her

clegantly intelligent, and politically enlightening novel that
achievement.

ngs as true as anything. Hers is an epic
—Heidi Julavits, author of The Uses of Enchantment
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